
- w-.

1EI -uo s- Or
or ae )

ma i i --. $ m n-.a

NO380 --.WSIGO.D . 1UBAMY8 97 W ET

AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS
TURN 'WOTAN SWITCH,'

MENACING FOE'S LINE
Trap to Derail British Drive Changed Into

Lane that Makes the Great Push
Much Easier for the Allies.

(>y Enatenatisaal Iows nervie.)
L-aden May 7.-To the Australians fell the honor today of "out-

-nlnmsarging Hindenburg."
They took hold of one end of the "Wotan switch" of the old Hinden-

burg line and pushed it more than a mile to the east toward the "tracks"
of the new Hindenburg line. They thus turned the switch that had been
buiLtby the Teutons to derail the British push into one which will make the
eins all the easier.

But the way it was dame was not as simple as it is to describe the re-

sus. Blood flowed in streams. The outskirts of two hamlets, just the
tinst does on the map, were the scenes of carnage such as had not been
sen since Verdun.

At dawn the Australians stormed forward to close their ring around
one of these villages, Bullecourt. Clear through it ran the front trench of
the Wotan line, backed by two formidable support trenches.

By noon they had carried the battle into the heart of this miniature
fortress. At sundown it was a graveyard of thousands; and across the
carpet of dead the battle still raged, a myriad bayonets glittering in the
departing light of day.

The Teutons still held a desperate grip upon the major part of the
village, but yard by yard Sir Douglas Haig's men pushed on. The fall of
all of Bullecourt to the British seemed a matter of hours.

Switching the switch."
Meanwhile the Australians were busy "Sub " M t

"switching the switch." A few miles
northeastward of Bullecourt lies the vil-

lage of Riencourt. The same kind of
nut-cracker movement, Hindenburg's own
favorite strategy, was being executed
here. From three sides, west, south and

east, the Australians pressed forward.
Bombs, bayonets and machine gun bul-

lets and grenades held no terrors for
them. On and on they came, while over Crmah ii ar
their heads sizzled a hall of shells from pounced that the nnt ant
the British barrage fire into the Teuton
second and third lines,' nipping in the combat Germany's submarine menace

bud llermnatemps t sen reen-would undoubtedly be fulfilled within a
bud all German attempts to send re-en-

forcements into the hard-pressed first line short time by the construction of a very

tee.large number of both wooden and steel
More than a ruBe was gained, and at ships to run the blockade and carry sup-

nightfall Riencourt, like Bullecourt. had
homemna virtually untenable. The vaunted "Within eighteen months an enormous

"switcppoint" of the old Hindenburg line number of wooden ships will have been
and the Wotan position had been wip placed in service. Mr. Denman said. "It
of the map. and now the British are is the hope, too, of the Shipping Board
well on the way toward turning the whole that within the same Period the building
switch and tackling the new Hindenburg of steel tonnage on a scale much larger
front.than Is now anticipated may be real-
Up to this evening more than a lthndrti lued. We fully hope to construt a very

prisoners Lad filed past the British first large amount of steel tonnage."
line to the cages behind the front. But
success on the western front is no longer
measured by prisoners. The toll of dead
is a safer. If more gruesome, criterion.

Take 29,OOO Priseaers.
Nevertheless France was cheered to

unbounded jubilation today when the
Paris war office announced that since
April It the French forces have taken
2.a00 prisoners. Ot this total, more than
6.30 have been taken in the last four
days' fighting alone. office of Secretary of the Navy Daniels
Four fresh German divisions-0,000 this morning may emerge a definite

men-were identified northeast of Sois-
sons whrete Tuton thoughut astpolicy for combatting the i7-boat menace.sons, where the Teutons throughout last

night and today launched embittered. Attending the council. which will be
though vain, counter-attacks. Paris re- presided over by Mr. Daniels. will be
ports officially. the entire Special Problems Committee
The French, says the statement. "vic- of the Naval Consulting Board and every

toriously resisted the most furious as- construction and strategy expert of the
saults and maintained their positions
ev rywhere. The Germans were suffer- vy'

Ing arglosesn thse ngagmens."
The conference is a result of telephonicing large losses in these engagements.Mr.

The German war office officially de- Danil and lawrence Addicks, chairman
scribed the battles, both on the Anglo- of the Special Problems Committee. Mr.
terman and Franco-German fronts, as
victories for the Teuton arms. It as-Adikflonghsogdstceal
serted the British bobarmn as with the Secretary, took a train from his
l ires in St. Quentin and new damage td home at Elizabeth N. J.. and arrivedtir s t anne daaet in Washington yesterday afternoon.the cathedral. Mr. Daniels also had two long-distance
French attacks north of the Aisne and-

in the Champagne were repulsed with talks with William L. Saunders, in New
heavy losses and in some sectors the
Germans even forced the poilus to draw

back. Embargo Dubai
ROOT MISSION
LEAVES SOON S

The Senate sat throughout yesterday in

Will Cross Pacific and Spend executive session with the embargo pro-
visions of the administration espionage

Week or More in Japan. bill under secret discussion.
Administration leaders under pressure

A ship has been secured for the Root from the White House produced docu-
commission to Russia, and the party is mentary evidence in vast volume to prove
expected to depart within the next week, to the satisfaction of the Senate. whichlis skeptical, just how necessary at this

"Juncture is complete authorization to

will be forthcoming, it was Indicated in the President to prescribe drastic lim-
ofcial circles yesterday. tations upon e~ports of the United States
The mission will leave a Pacific coast In orer to meet deceptions and misstate-menthewith regard to the ultimate desti-port and cross the Pacific to Yokohama. nation of goods and materials of all sorts

It will remain for a week or more in shipped to apparent neutral destination.
Japan studying conditions of supply insc
that haitry. from which Russia hasb ra

beel receiving a large proportion of itr
artillery and ammunition stores. The
party will then proceed to b hadevoltock,
fseen terminal of the Trans Sberiany an'

A dilwan, where it will board a special Yo
train for the 10-eay journey to Petrograd.
The tim of the o ey to teR_ s enntir SecinPof Committe

thofbain ani theNvlCnutn or n vr

constructton andantrategyeenpert ofrth

conversaionatieoerdayrthweenaMr

fewDanyslheanillawavecenaddicns.chairm3 0
wihPrsdet'Wlonad eroay of th YSecaPolesCmiterr

Addatesansllowatgwhishlongicialanceta-
withthewecrtaryetokiavrai froihi

Disptchefrm Amashaome aTh EAt.DN.aJ. an farrveat
atPtrecad.o th stae rt n Wahintan aysther afternon

meaI.newmer stongy *itmhed tirsDae alsoead sntheogdilytac
es~aeeeletcotrolpening t aresth Wollim ofthiS au dersin w

____________ _ Em bEArDisgla toebaas

il ross PaifmiadDSpend onyrfnedb h avrie
W ao Mor ine Japan.
Ahpas been sec ae fo heRo

comsso toe Rusa a th prt

exetdtodpr wihi th etek

Dam'es' Renames Interned Raiders After
Teuton Generas. Who Aided the U. S.

The felow who ntes Phnman ears has a r.aL
The rhet hangs his ht in the Nay Department, wh is the

last lames aapeae paging a sense of humor would think of going.AU of which reflecon are called forth by the folnowing an-
nounee--" made pablic yesterday:

"The two interned German comerce raiders taksn over by the
United Stabs government will bear the names of famous German
generals who served under Washingten in the Revolationary War
and aided the American colonies in wininng their Indesenden

'The Secretary of the Navy announces that the Kronprinz Wil-
helm, 14406 gross tonnage, will be re-named the Baron von Steuben
and the Pring Eitel Friedrich will be re-named the Baron de Kalb."

By way of rubbing it in, the statement adds:
"As soon as the repairs are completed both vessels will be put

into the United States service, so these big stamhiper which bore
the flag of the German autocracy will soon bear the names of Ger-
mans who were leaders in the fight for liberty."

)

Joffre's Train Is Wrecked
While Speeding Eastward;

Envoys Escape Uninjured
(By Internasasl 1ews, service.)

Arcolo, Ill.. May 7.-The special train bearing Gen. Jodfre, Vice Premier
Viviani, and other members of the French mission eastward after a tour
of the Middle West was wrecked in the middle of a corn fieid, midway
between Arcolo and Filson,~ Ill., at 7:30 o'clock tonight. Several persons
sufered slight bruises, but none of the members of the French party was

injured.
Cae Not Knewn

The cause of the wreck is not yet i elknown. Pennsylvania Railroad em-
ployee who made an examination of
the wreck by lantern light expressed
the opinion that the cars were derailed
accidentally. Secret Service men, head-
ed by William Nye, began immediate
investigation.
The train was speeding eastward at

the rate of forty miles an hour, after Man with E
leaving Springfield, Ill., where Gen.
Joifre and H. Viviani laid a wreath on
the tomb of Abraham Lincoln late this By CLEVE H. STAI FFER.afternoon.

Fifty miles northwest of Terre (Staf Correspomdent.l
Haute. Ind., the tender of the second Christiansburg. Va.. May -Atemats
locomotive of a "double-header" sud- testifying thi afternoon in the murder
denly left the rails. The baggage car.
immediately behind, lunged over on its
side and fell crosswise of the rails, a Vawter. charged with killing Stockton
tangled mass. Heth, Jr. had a dual personality. and
The Pullman car, bearing newspaper that he was the personification of Dr.

correspondents, immediately behind the Jekyl and Mr. Hyde, the fanous crea-baggage car, crashed into the baggage
car and left the rails, but did not turn tons of Robert Louis Stevenson.
over. The dining car, next behind, Such aeduetions came as an unexpected
left the tracks with a crash, but the sensation in one of the most exiting
compartment car in which the Secret
Service men were riding and the ob- c

that perhaps was ever bd in thiservation ar. quarteuing Ge. Jeastate
and Vice Pressier Viviani, remained on Theftherails.Comnelhegruypesdth(al.3t ih to show that Vawter was saneGen. Joffre and Y. Viviani were at din- I ito lette
ner when the crash came. The dishes

a h leh rt h nqiosltenorhentheras cam. Te dihesIn which he practically bargained the af-
OONTINUED ON PAGE TWO. fections of his beautiful wife to Iethif he would pay a liquor bill which the

defendant had contracted.M USTNAVE RATE Dr. J. s.Deearette and Dr. J. C.MUST HAVE RATE French War Cc
RAISEaSAYuOAD.Visit CaPi

Advance of 15%, Needed to esptite the threatening touds and

ingtons horse lovers turned out yester-

PrevenFinacial Piht h breeshadvaedal hudesofiyVand-

day to witneas the opening day of the
I. C. C. Is Told eighth annual Na oalteamital HorseShons ofhRet sois Sensornout.An immediate increase in freight rates in full force, as it usually does on theenfirst day of the meeting, there wasis ncesarytoavetheAmeica t'il-enough of the "old guard' present to tillways from a moat serious financial most of the boxes.

Plight, representatives of the Eastern From the standpoint of horseflesh, the
carriers told the Interstate Commerce Present isthe finest and largest showTever held he', and those who braved'ommifsedlon pseragcsatenw the cool troezes of yesterday were not

Wage Sealt demanded by the Adamson hntrt h net atVddle-roads ts
eight-hour law, and the high wages paid n ester
in industrial plants have all added to the iand other events offered a goodafternoons entertainment. and alsocost of railway operations and main- ifrought into the ring some of the coun-
tenance, while there a been no cor-'nre
responding or porportionate advance D reenandD r

FrmenchWrC

railway rates, until at the present time. In the mii:of the afternoon a grout)the railroad systems in America face al of subordinst- members of the Frenchsituation which is a menace to the trans- w-ar commission now visiting the Unitedportation system of the nation.
These were the facts hammered home

in the all ay session, as the president-and high officials of the big Easternr-ailwa y s yet ma urged upon the members Chaos Still Gripof the Interstate Commerce Commission
the immediate ranting of a 15 per cent
increase in freight rates as a measure of

I Not Suddet Plight. _agepai

'innd sse tan this Plight be (ailed (By The iaternatleaai News Service
a sudden or unexpected happening,' 1 l'ctogrid.May 7.-The revolt-shaken

ilore resident of the Dalaware attdim us uite realm is still in the throes of

Hudson Railroad. "It Is in part the cone

iosequence of forces which have been oper seething in

ating for at least three decades. So end to tie tier of the vast lnd the
far frotm keeping pace with rising costsa pe'ople's oppo~sitin against separate
which hadabeen in progress since S's, peae I. manifest.
the railroads have been required to re- Today it is clear that last week's new
duce rates which had not been changed outbreaks were ue solely to the fact
since the value of money was at its high- that Russia has not yet a central mu-
et the thority and that the cleavage between

the workmen's and soldiers' council and
cite rates in 1916, as a case In point, the rovbenn l govermentIn the result"What we are confronting." he ton-not of the vrountl'sdesire for a bargain
tirued, ''is something, which, unless in- with the centrl towers but of its firm

inefultionfo ke it known to the allies
...,,"LO _AG __ tate u iof uthe no ou uesetando

Imityflth toxesr. Thconi'A~lEDOMAN, TRUCK Fromithstadointfor nehores to-
presentitheyfofethen fagst owt

eereld'thereaiikndos"whovbrale
BYCARIS KIL henewcpaperzslofl( hestr anwee not

_________demappointled. n t iecatal,
Sone, andother eventse fofreg minis-Mr.oanKilFalngtoH ar' enon' entrtinmnt and als

SWrnngSccmb t Ijuie brought ino en om e ofChen
MXAofHsubordinillm7mberarsfold,ofench

a cr aRhdeslad vene hd Egh- wa comision Inw nostingthe Unthd

"en nospital can hur lgte of alefrc(Bytbothe BritnaiNesh msice.s
tue sun onuinectheapin, anl edaetr emd Ai'ay fromh aevlt-shakenl
interee,inpresdn ofmheDtawrean u in ra instir in e thres-oHuds.o l aad.cItisinpart4jbthe .co nt.i t.hn n h dyfloig
sequ. en of ce hhhae beeand oper- hs eetmgmrnat charansbt frmane.
angnortleast thredcdsoedtthe tihmr of thevcitws5ml iteaffai lan the r

fn ar o eidentl thcehwthebeingcostpeop ndpoition d~aainst incluate
hichnghand wen hen aproge aner shark' ismanderstlssorr

ith walastae beeo.nreque wilre Today it rocladwa doest wevek' themw
bine he toaue o ony as atrit hgh that Ru -iha-o e eta u
ee.o 71 it tetnrhet n thort ndtht rsthe cavag bleteens
Cocitr n 19.6 Whitcae. of 11ointh Bte revis o oernen Yrk penul

"Watotweswareonfron.e ton- not p. the coes dsion fio asrgi

indemnit froma is.-Th.cuncv'

sp e u gnrlpaewt

10,000 RAIL WORKERS
WILL GO TO FRANCE
AS FIRST U. S. FORCE

Nine Regiments to Be Formed Under Offi-
cers from Engineers' Corps-Will

Be Volunteer Army.
An expeditionary force of more than 10,000, composed entirely of

railroad workers, under the leadership of officers of the United States En-
gineer Corps, will be the first to carry the Stars and Stripes overseas.

They will be sent to France to take over a large part of the work on

the lines of communication behind the battle front. Orders to recruit the
force immediately went forward from the War Department late yesterday.

WILL FORM NINE REGIMENTS.
Nine regiments will be formed, each officered by a colonel and adjutant

from the Engineer Corps. The other officers will be selected from fhe ranks
of the recruits. Not even the Officers' Reserve Corps will be called upon.

The "First Ten Thousand," as they are already being called in the War
Department, will be separate from any other unit or organization in the serv-

ice. They will be secured entirely through volunteer methods and will not
be a part of the- Engineer Corps, even though flying the pennants of that
organization.

-- 4 wNut G. t. sesmee.

U. S. COTTON SHIP SUNK. AA a sepatt -rpm of experts In one
New York. May 7 -That another steam- special line of work-railroad butldin.

ship carrying cotton to Europe has been and operating- they will he transpott'
sunk by a German submarine was indi- to France, probably in several of the
oated by private cables receised by New
York cotton houses today.

York_________________ erment and now being repaired asn d
made read for use.
Although almost entiref a sr. palt aw ter hody, the railroad or we cal beyIt,e VCoiled S'at... unif''otrm Ii'A N. A .,.:"

coan flag. 7-h"s , to. i 'u~." os.. ,"
cial sommn wa Thys bothp: tde iro a that -ourSa H e try are reported in poor ntt as

Tesuffset andus parap vere much dam-it

lag this tufstiny. t d e tedn fe teii

Dr.gJ.St. Hall and ,sr.,1. G.iPedigohboth
oan ert so b aion t tite Atanta t o ant bke.

The wi -as aent lyw er t rat rtoa o a
tasteful toa-wValthrwho trd to see un-

concrnebyereadingshnewnspapers.
HesInti cou n t ry epbuw e r r eb the an gS.Iof.Pitb rh II

declaringell heboh(t a that het wasnta "mad crazy.sro andI,,
ina e, wad ane whe n o he r oten tha lt - e lh a f r he :n s'o an ',

ter.
To offset and perhaps ver much da- teat of canman is-i

age this testi d.ny, the dfens xiled d tV , ' l stahtmen .-
r. J. K Hall andc'hif. t. eligo, both alc to the to ,

insanity expet if wide rputtion 'The heear Ih, eeirtt.tt has sent i or.
The testimony was appanently very dit- der, for th' rat igs as taCi'l' as

tasteful to s tr who tried to seemun- t
concerned b reading tegspopers. gAtt eer who are destne to tooee' I

He could not help but hear more than France at the earlist ppihee mo.-'.:
seven hours of testimony. on one hand he

declaring that he was 'mad g srand s of
tnare, and on the other hand that he Rich*'t5 Y. %picuiaaio..
w as nor l ahhIugh he had been living It Is request-. of the press tha' it
a sm.udhen" life at the period in ctntro- apeculation or egar-t, "cardng its
Sera. - fHn-n he earrte b it oer tha' those
Dr. Hall declares that a man Is insane gien out h th. 1ar Department Allwhen he is Intoxicated. He took Offense details with - ari to th.' fore wit

when Jack Lee. chieaf counselfor the released by the department a fas a
Prosecution asked him whether he compatible with the purhv- interests
thought procuists were insane. "Two offecerr fros the regular
Testimony was of an exceedingly n- of Engineers wi he assigned to ea

regiment. but the names of these
COa Ttl'FZ) ON, Paol 1'o. will not be announced at the preset.

ne The railroad corps the ame as th

wither1 the oouncils oft the aatinn,
saior e Sh w ounetl of Defense. Instead of senditu

the workers as merely a aemlorne--
mental eterprise. however. it was dui-tihad to enli' them in the re'ortear see.

States pac-id into the grounds. At the the came lines, atn eartsh atnnounce-
tirst sight of' their uniforms t, toit.l tie, i~~ Is expec'ted of orders to recriii a
in the stands rose en masse. and the sittilar force for use In R :aria The
band swung into the stirring strains of R,-sign railroad, are declared to he 1-
the "Miarsellise." at the end of which el ot, worse gti's thatn those in P'rance
there wts shering and hndciapping and "he usfln- of th Rusaa arm'
Also hin't tie hand tlayed the Sitar ,s m.nil'usi hampered h.- lark n'
Spaingled lttoayr the meoad ers of the a. .;oar~tor-: ricaton 'ri transporta.
commsio stood at rigid attention with ' im-mur faiiti
the entire asmbiage.
Of a nutouir of mlty eventsitself."for oiffi'e r. of the, armyc. MaJ. Gen. Leon- T UO B O

ard Gen.od ad Mte, off Gu ers of tero-

eheersa est 1~ perfot. 'onThinualo

event i Ieo dty. fr offlrs othe BORusuiaarIKELY
arm ia :itld fiy Gen. rood.

i'ntpilrit:on while of the keenest tort

ala rthe ven McAdoo Mat e Make Stumpingin the fieid no one stable walking awaywith lebrpening, as has been the re-a'

ing on te disoinniznteresftthoRussia

in prois ceard. This is due to tit fi-
that airohaft the hest horses in it.-

mxrnan x rAGEtn\t:.erty' Loan.
.-ynttaheof th. Treeur ,adm Adao It

cnsdenng mst rt a "toping tluer fIs R ussia; t~;nre aIrv ~rg us

T T hrd r es da ! e a d h a t n i g h t i tron f i c iasa s uat.t-. fohowi,, ih ri-n lt of a tar's,

thenwone a " I, grantsprracteitpaeo faezn

wit theTeutsnodirs wince ht enable

the atte tsag t, the ungsah peak mil' gta ry -'t t a
inc tpotle toda said: t es- t i. i to -rf, she hnito

"Feel rool; dotit get excited: I'm Fur. ~-a, i:r -t a,,, --lid ticu,-
fit, present Russian crwpi till pass off n iee d e, ,.,s n - 1 , ,d,' one

bfte."cnluded his messaethge.assxld. '

ManwhileGen. urke commander;o t"-..ah I" 1, ii ' -
iir Rusesiatt western front. iontinuied to- lo,- r'. u,,ti ~i ' ;t,

iBls efforts to 'hip the RuBsianks an: Ist o- i-at'; ii
ack into its old fighting spirit. In an per ditiial et p1 otis wer,' '.

Inspiring message to the troops he told y terd y to he ttmt of i1'.,'
them that ever moment of lull in the bringing the total taatulat-- off,'tgs fo'

east means an invaluable gain of tioye the ihirsty ti, bonds pa' to y4et ea- ra

to the Germans that the Germans, rely- Hindrets of I, rs and t,-ictran, stil
Inc on the disorganization of the Russiin remin unol~en.*t at i,, Tr,siIa-
army. aread have transferred three di- tent, her-msoo.f rimdvosi.t fo,.. I' ttss

isions-.ta maen-includrtig artillery t e of the as aiti, at, the '-Ont,'

ant airiraft. to the west front. actis' of thee. when Ilihi t--d will ;t iheity In the tast e GA merans amded

fe-ngagedt against the ih adleih

thl e tictormons 4 Prcipice offatrizn

withtaeTsuoparlderssinertpenble NEperts in on

'Vanditeerheini-stheygesofetheahistory

to neancreepRubabaywithsbloodliffneed

heeat ermanludpsdeihisbymthsage.

10eHrnme"Snt atl;a TTLno FONgTeSie a

Mexico I ty.Mamad-Moreathaforl use.

Althoughned an ftllnalo0UPntrl a ;+

-cihralwinekilledaduring a "sham" bat-

l'ited m oeha ixd'ad r-efemntd by i..\.
ridgeswith.theeblanks.oThe.attle<was
'aci-tmisthon;erheoraisroadeboftthatthenun-

resuurofonveruPeeanddthe impossibiTHt
of sten pagicenst men lrge se rn

IAI~~1 CUTlineTOforatheni mpns o reare bras-
AmhetgrdatmrailroadUnte--Wi'lthm

t'nitednttatiniwillebe thedrecrreen-

ngointo thr termr..mwm pr.. erial
*ngagve againstttbebed inanew1York3-h-.

ng coneldenceforaththe ummmanaranesOsL.
T. evculu.Th rw rmsws h War t 0-tmeAU *esterd s f-

nornnonsMaued1the__r__ing___ tatment__r__

de4frth a -sr-h se-

"UNCLE JOE" DOLLS UP
- FOR 81ST BIRTHDAY

"Don't Feel a -- Bit Old." Chirps Ez-
Speaker. Sporting Frock Coat.

Yesterday was Uncle Joe Caen 's
st birthday.
The veteran legislator, hero of a hun-

dred wordy battles in the halls of Con-
gress, whose record In the House of Rep-
resentatives extends back to the same
year of grace as furnished Wiiam Jan-
nings Bryan with his irst "talking point"'
-1378-looked as chipper as a boy.
For the occasion he appeared yesterday

enveloped in a monstrously lengthy frock
coat of the "Prince Albert" type with
pin stripe trousers and1la boutonniere of
violets and lilies of the valley.
He was congratulated by all bands

and at 1 o'clock declared himself in ad-
lournment while he traversed the length
of the Capitol Building and lunched with
a group of his cronies in the Senate.
Uncle Joe said he felt just as spry

and sprightly as any of the giddy sexage-
narians and the youngsters in this fifties.
"A man's just as old as he feels," said

Uncle Joe," and I don't feel a bit old."
The ex-Speaker qualified "bit" with a
strong word.

Pacifist Who Fought
Lodge Joins U. S. Army
Boston. May 7.-Alexander Bann-

wart, whose pacifist beliefs led
him to engage in a fight with Sen-
ator Henry Cabot Lodge, in Wash-
ington, on April ', today enlisted
in the army.
Mr. Bannwart was prominent in

the anti-war campaign. He was
leading thirty Boston pacifists in
Washington when his fight with
Senator Lodge occurred. At that
time he was quoted as having said
"war is cowardly." He soon will
carry a rifle.

o Be Doomed
ire by Fleet of
s, Says Expert
Preliminary negotiations for the build-

ing of scores of wooden ships have been
completed. These contracts will be
signed immediately upon the passage by
Congress of an appropriation sufficient
to cover the proposed shipbuilding
scheme.
Chairman Denman last night emphati-

cally denied that the government had
contemplated an abandonment in any de-
tail of the mammoth program for wood-
en ship construction.
"Doubtless the stories concerning the

abandonment of the wooden ship pro-
gram," he said. "arose from the fact
that having nothing more to say about
wooden ships, we talked about nothing
but steel. The wooden ship scheme will

CONTINULD ON PAGE TWO.

gat Problem
I Parley Today
York. Mr. Saunders is the man who
startled the country on Saturday by the
announcement that a device to end the
effectiveness of the submarine had been
discovered. Efforts to determine the
nature of this "submarine hound"
b riouht forth later statements which in-
dicated that Mr. Saunders had been
over-optimiutic. in his declarations.
Other members of the Special Problems

Committee who will attend today's con-
ference are Messrs. Robbins[ Thayer, and
Sperry. They were expected to arrive in
the capital early this morning.

It was learned definitely yesterday that
the Special Problems Committee-which
is composed of experts who took up the
work of finding a means to check Ger-
man submarine operations immediately
.pon our declaration of war against Ger-
many-aiready has three "leads" which
promise sensational results.

ed Six Hours
:e Closed Doors
The effort of the administration lead-

ers to force the exact phraseology de-
sired by the administration into the bill
resulted in numerous sharp clashes on
the floor. It did, however, bear its first
fruit when It was successful in having
the recent amendment of Senator Smith,
of Georgia, reconsidered, and with the
original proposition as presented by the
bill once more under discussion, the Sen-
ate, after 'six hours of executive session,
recessed until today.
The point is made by the administra-

tion. whose views are voiced on the floor
by Senator Martin, of Virginia, that the
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